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P  R  E  F  A  C  E. 


Benevolent  Reader, 


1H  A  V  E  been  confined  many  Months  within  the 
Walls  of  Newgate,  for  a  Debt  I  was  then,  and 
am  now  unable  to  pay. 

The  Horrors  of  a  Prifon  is  paft  all  Defcription !  View 
me  deferred  by  former  Friends  and  Acquaintances — left 
to  all  the  Pangs  of  Hunger  and  Nakednefs — fhut  up 
where  Pity  feldom  comes— the  weeping  Eyes  of  a  dear 
Child  looking  on  me  (often  in  vain)  for  a  Morfel  of  Bread ; 
while  the  Privilege  of  the  Pauper  who  craves  your  Cha¬ 
rity  from  Door  to  Door  is  denied,  and  Infamy  ftigma- 
tizes  my  dreadful  Situation. 


This  is  briefly  my  Cafe,  which  a  very  few  Years  ago 
was  quite  the  Reverfe. 


The  Series  of  Circumftances  that  cauled  this  Change, 
as  they  are  of  no  Concern  to  the  Public,  you  will  allow 


me 


me  here  to  be  Clent  upon;  particularly  fo,  as  I  have 

Hope,  that  the  fame  Wheel  of  Providence  which  has 

moved  me  fo  much  beneath  the  Horison,  may  hereafter 

raife  me  again  into  Life,  From  which  I  perfuade  my- 

fclf  you  will  alfo  excufe  my  Name  appearing^  at  prefcnt 

Public.-«t.  ■  ’  ,  1  ,  . 

^  ' 

Should  you  find  one  Maxim  herein  to  improve  your 

Mind,  I  am  fure  you  will  not  regret  the  fmall  Purchafe  ; 

and  if  every  Houfe  in  this  great  Metropolis  would  but  do 

% 

the  fame,  it  will  be  the  Means  of  giving  Happinefs  and 
Liberty  to 

Your  moft  devoted; 


Obedient  humble  Servant, 

C -  P- 


i 


X 


s, 


M  A 


I  M 


I  N 


PROSE  AND  VERSE. 


For  my  own  part  I  am  of  opinion,  compaflion  does  not  only 
refine  and  civilize  human  nature,  but  has  fomething  in  it 
more  pleafing  and  agreeable  than  what  can  be  met  with  in  fuch  an 
indolent  happinefs,  fuch  an  indifference  to  mankind,  as  that  in  which 
the  Stoics  placed  their  wifdom.  As  love  is  the  mofl  delightful  paflion, 
pity  is  nothing  elfe  but  love  foftened  by  a  degree  of  forrow  ;  it  is  both 
a  pleafing  anguifh,  as  well  as  a  generous  fympathy  that  knits  man¬ 
kind  together,  and  blends  them  in  the  fame  common  lot. 

What  by  good  nature  can  be  underftood  ? 

What,  but  the.  glorious  thirfl  of  doing  good. 

The  heart  that  finds  it*s  happinefs  to  pleafe. 

Can  feel  another’s  pain,  or  tafle  his  eafe ; 

The  cheek  that  with  another’s  joy  can  glow. 

Turn  pale  and  flcken  with  another’s  woe, 

Free  from  contempt  and  envy.  He  who  deems 
Juflly  of  life’s  two  oppofite  extremes ; 

Who,  to  make  all  and  each  man  truly  blefl. 

Does  all  he  can,  and  wiflies  all  the  refl. 


C  6  ] 

It  is  weak  and  impertinent  to  impart  our  griefs  where  they  are 
not  pitied,  and  it  is  cruel  where  they  are  ; — Perfons  indifferent  to  us 
are  not  fufceptible  of  the  fympathy  i  our  friends  we  fhould  fpare  the 
pain  of  it. 

When  finding  fortune  fp reads  her  golden  ray, 

All  crowd  around  to  flatter  and  betray; 

But  when  fhe  thunders  from  an  angry  fky, 

Our  friends,  our  flatterers,  our  lovers  fly. 


A  generous  readinefs  to  make  every  kind  of  allowance  for  what 
may  be  amifs  in  others  is,  perhaps,  the  rarefl;  quality  in  the  world ; 
it  is,  however,  one  of  the  molf  necelfary  in  the  feveral  conne(fl:ions 
of  fociety,  but  efpeciaily  in  the  neareft  of  all  connections. 

While  FAME  is  young,  too  weak  to  fly  away,  . 

Envy  purfues  her  like  fome  bird  of  prey ;  .  • 

But  once  on  wing,  then  all  the  dangers  ceafe. 

And  Envy’s  felf  is  glad  to  be  at  peace  : 

Tir’d  with  a  flight  fo  high,  the  chafe  gives  o’er  ; 

Envy  flies  low,  but  Fame  aloft  will  foar. 


Idlenefs  is  the  bane  and  ruin  of  youth;  it  is  the  unbending  of  their 
fpirits,  the  rufl:  of  their  faculties,  and  as  it  were,  the  laying  their 
minds  fallow;  not  as  hufbandmen  do  their  lands,  that  they  may  get 
new  heat  and  flrength,  but  to  impair  and  lofe  that  which  they  have* 

Duty 


% 


.  L  1 
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^  ,  Duty  demands,*  tbe  parent's,  voice 

‘I.  "  Vii  daughter’s  choice  ;  ,  .. 

.In,tha,t;,  isr.due  obedieace  rfh^wn,^ 

.  To  chure..belongs-  tp.l;^r., 

Tvlay  horror  feize  his  midnight  hour 
Who  builds  upon  a  parent's  pow’r. 

And  claims  by  ;puf chafe',;,  vile 'and  bafe,^ 

The  loathing  Maid  for  his*  embrace  :  • 

Hence  virtue- fickens,,*  and  the  breaft 

♦*  »  •  9 

Where  peace  had  built  her  downy  neft. 

Becomes  the  troubled  feat  mf  care. 

And  pines  with  anguidi‘"^ahd ‘'deipair.  — ^  > 

la  L  7  ,  ,  7 

c>7i  "■ 

'We  fuffer  with  impatience  the  misfortunes  that  befet  us ;  we 
weep,  w'e  lament,  we  think  our  evils  infupportable,  and  look  on 
them  as  'tl)c*greateftKimagipable ;  and  yet  -it  is  but  too  true,  that  the 
greateft' grief;  according  to  our  prefent  apprehenfions,  may  be  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  dill  mof€  opprelling  one. 

Let'  not  the ‘^curious  from  your  bofom  fleal  •"*  '  • 

Secre'Ts," where  prudence  ought  to  fet  herfealj'^  v 

Yet  be  fo‘  frank  "and' pi aih,  'that -at  one'^view,  "  -  ^  ’ 

In  other  things,  each  man  may  fee  you  thro’ : 

^  ♦  ♦  .  *  ^ 

For  if  the  maik  of.  policy  you  wear,  , 

The  honefi:  hate  you,  and  the  cunning  fear. 


•  *- 

-l-  .  i 

I  ■  1 


7 


i!7i;r7  o-j:.  .. 


i.  ' 


•4  ^ 

A  dull  lefTon  is  received  with  yawning, ^  and  forgotten  as  foon  as 
delivered.  The  preacher’s  words  are  no  fooner  out  of  his  mouth, 

than 


[  8  ] 


*  ^  •  • 

than  out  of  the  hearerV  memory.  ^  Ko  pill  wants  more  gilding  than- 
inflrudlion.  Virtuous  principles'  fliould  llear'iipon  children  imper¬ 
ceptibly.  If  the  feed  is  fown,‘  a^little  culture’'’wili  fecure  its^ growth. 
Mirth  enlivens  the  mind,  and  feecps  the  fpifits  from  flagging,  which 
mufl  be  the  effedl  of  grave  difcburfes  among  young  perfons. 


Have  not  you  feen  when'^angerfS  near,. 

The  coward’s  cheek  turn  vvhite  with'  fear?  . 

*  -  - 

Have  you  not  feen  when  danger’s/fled,  I  • 

The  felf-fame  check  with  joy  turn  red  ?  ^ 

Thefe  are  low  fymptonis  which  We^find  ^ 

Fit  only  for  a:  vulgar .  mind : 

Where  honefl:  features,  void  of  art,. 

Betray  the  feelings  of  the  heart. 


There  is  no  charm  in  the  femalcTex,  that  can  fupply  the  place  of 
virtuV.  ‘Without  innocence,  beauty  is  unlovely,  and  quality  con<^ 
temptible  j  good  breeding  degenerates 'into  Avantonneis,  and  wit.  into 
impudence.  It  is  obferved  that  all  the -virtues  •  are  reprefented  both 
by  Painters  and- Statuaries,  under  female. fhapesj  but  if  any  one  of 


them  has  a  rnore  particular  title  to;  that  fex,rit  is  modefty. ' 


When"" fad  your  ills,  examine  ^and  compare. 
Judge  of  your 'own  by  what  another's  are; 
Confider  greater  w^retches,  and  the  fates 
Of  mighty  heroines,  and  of  mighty  flates  : 
Thus  real  evils  in  their  proper  light 
Appear,  the  falfc  thus  vanifli  out  of  flght.^ 


The 


[  9  ] 

The  defcent  to  age  and  affli(5tion,  is  fmoothcd  and  foftencd  by  the 
affiflance  of  Friendfliip  j  it  blunts  the  edge  of  the  fl:iarpefl  misfor¬ 
tunes.  We  feem  not  tagrow  old,  when  we  have  a  friend  to  make 
life  palatable  to  us.  Time  flies  over  us  indeed,’  but  he  feems  to 
bruflius  with  downy  wings,  and  marks  his  way  with  flight  imprefTions. 

Soft  fmiling  hope!'  thou  anchor  of  the  mind  ! 

The  only  refting-place  the  unhappy  find ; 

How  dofl  thou 'all  our  anxious  cares  beguile, 

And  make  the  orphan  and  the  friendlcfs  fmiie: 

With  thee  on  pleafure’s  wings,  through  life  w'eVe  borne. 
Without  thee,  wretched,  friendlefs  and  forlorn. 

'  ft/#  • 

/.  .  . 

Common  civility  is  pleafing ;  but  if  a  woman  wiflies  to  be  irrefifti- 
ble,  let  her  acquire  a  habit  of  fixed,  attention :  it  is  a  fort  of  filent 
flattery^  truly  exquifite  and  perfedfly  innocent.  To  the  mofl  atten¬ 
tive  perfon  in  company,  you  may  obferve  the  converfation  almofl  al¬ 
ways  diredled  ;  while  by  interruption,  lifllefTnefs,  or  a  vacant  look, 
in  thofe  that  are  prefent,  every  creature  who  offers  to  fpeak  is  fure 
to  be  mortified.  A  fmall  expreffion  of'kindnefs  delights  ;  flie  has 
it  alfo  in  her  power,  by  this  fingle  mark  of  good  breeding,  to  be  un- 
fpeakably  captivating.  In  fhort,  liftening  to  the  perfon  who  fpeaks 
with  a!  recolledfed,  mild,  and  fteady  afpedl,  which  nothing  frivolous 
can  divert,  is,. perhaps,  the  mofl  valuable  fecret  in  the  whole  fcience 
of  genuine  politenefs :  from  an  agreeable  yo 
teWigent  man,  it  is  incredibly  bewitching. 

C 


V 


[  lo  ] 

Mothers,  *tis  faid,  in  days  o'f  old, 
Efteem’d  their  girls  more  choice  than  gold  ; 
Too  well  a  daughter’s  worth  they  knew. 

To  make  her  cheap  by  public  view. 

(  Few,  who  their  diamonds  value  weigh, 
Expofe  their  diamonds  ev’ry  day.) 

Then  if  Sir  Plume  drew  near,  and  finil’d. 
The  parent  trembled  for  his  child  : 

The  firft  advance  alarm’d  her  brealh, 

And  fancy  pictur’d  all  the  reft  ^ 

But  now,  no  mother  fears  a  foe. 

No  daughter  ftiudders  at  a  beau. 


Never  do  any  thing  for  your  friends,  that  is  not  confonant  to  your, 
honour  and  confcience,  you  ought  to  prefer  thofe  to  your  friends ; 
and  if  you  would  live  happy  with  them,  be  as  independent  of  them 
as  you  can. 

Of  all  the  griefs  that  harrafs  the  diftreft. 

Sure  the  moft  bitter  is  a  fcornful  jeft  ;  • 

Fate  never  wounds 'more  deep  the  gcn’rous  heart,  - 

,  -  Than  when  a  blockhead’s  infult  points  the  .dart.  '  '  f  r  .1 


I-T, 


t  - 

A  » 


'o:  ■  Ti 


'•d  for  all  the  world,  that  you  would  tvifti  them 
wer  make  confidants  of  any  but  fuch  as  are 
"rit,  fenfe,  or  probity.  Look  upon  them  as 
'ghting  you  through  the  darknefs  which 

the 


C  “  ] 


tlie  affairs  of  the  world  will  fpread  over  the  various  incidents  of  your 

life, _ Confidcr  all  others  as  w^andering  ftars,  which  make  a  great 

fliow,  but  fall  all  at  once. 

— - If  beauty  we  expofc 

To  vulgar  eyes,  too  cheap  it  grows  ; 

The  force  is  loff,  and  free  from  awe, 

We  fpy,  and  cenfure  ev’ry  flaw  : 

But  well  preferv'd  from  public  view, 

It  always  breaks  forth  frefli  and  new; 

Fierce  as  the  fun  in  all  his  pride 
It  fhines,  and  not  a  fpot*s  defcry  d. 


55- 


-  The  heart,  which  can  queftion  the  virtue  of  a  friend,  until  it 
argues  upon  abfolute  convidions,  is  a  traitor  to  the  caufe  of  amity. 
The  mofl  alarming  appearances  fliould  never  fliake  the  confidence 
of  our  friendfliip  j  and  though  in  every  thing  elfe,  a  nice  combina- 
tion  of  circumftances  may  juftify  a  doubt,  yet  here  we  ought  never 
to  hefitate  nor  leflen  our  regards,  until  conjedure  is  evidently  lofl: 

in  certainty.  *  =  ^  • 

Sincerity  has  fuch  refifllefs  charms. 

She  oft  the  fiercefl:  of  our  foes  difarms  ; 

No  art  fhe  knows,  in  native  whitehefs  drefl,  ; 

Her  thoughts  all  pure,  and  therefore  all  exprefl. 

■  We  fliould  be  cautious  how  we' condemn,  as  .follies,  the  adions 
of  others,  merely  becaufe  our  own  judgments  would  have  prevent-. 


[  ] 

eel  us  from  doinp;  them,  unlefs  we  can  alTure  oiirfelves  that  this 
judgment  is  above  the  reach  of  error,  and  that  every  thin^  is  difa- 
greeable  to  the  wdiole  world  that  does  not  pleafe  our  part-iGular  palate^ 


The  traveller,  if  he  chance  to  flray, 
May  turn  uncenfur’d  to 'his  way; 
Polluted  llreams  again  are  pute, 

And  deepeft  wounds  admit  a  cure,  , 
But  Woman  no  redemption  knows. 
The  wounds  of  honour  never  clofe. 


Of  this  be  certain,  that  no  trade  can  be  fo  bad  as  none  at  all  ; 
nor  any  life  fo  tirefome,  as  that  which  is  fpent  in  continual  vifiting 
and  diflipation.  To  give  all  one’s  time  to  other  people,  and  never 
refe’rve  any  for  one’s  felf,  is  to  be  free  in  appearance  only  and  a  Have 
in  effedt.  ’  '  -  ■  . 


•\  '  C'  i  ■  ' 

Hail,  facred  friendlhipl  virtue’s  befl  defence, 
Parent  at  once,  anS  child  of  innocence  1 
Thou  befl  of  bleilings^  we  enjoy  below. 

From  thy  clear  fount  our  purefl  pleafures  flow; 
Life  when  improv’d  by  thee,  can  never  cloy. 
By  thee  we  relifli  each  inferior  joy. 


.  f  ^ 

Many  a  .h'ufband  is  reclaimed  by  the  moderation  of  his  wife,  and 
very  many  rendered  abandoned  by  an  unguarded  violence  of  temper. 
Many  a  one  has  relinquiflied  a  real  intrigue,  from  his  wife’s  avoid--- 
ing  to  difeover  it :  many  a  man  has  thrown  him  into  fuch  a  one,  by 
her  fufpicion  of  an  imaginary  connedion. 


The 


[  *3  ] 


The  fb'lfilh  heart  that  but  by  halves  is  giv*n, 
Shnll  no  place  in  love’s  delightful  heav’n  ; 
Here  fweet  extremes  alone  can  truly  blefs 
The  virtue  of  a  lover  is  excefs. 


'iC 


The  girls  who  vainly  exhibit  themfelves  in  public  places,  feldom  arc 
fit  companions  for  a  man  of  a  domefiic  turn;  as  they  are  too  fond  gene- 
. rally  of  drefs,  diverfions,  and  all  kinds  of  diffipation,  and  too  eager  to  be 
univcrfally  admired,  ^even  to  be  content  with  home  and  a  hulband’s 
love.  The  girls  who  are  moft  likely  to  prove  good  wives,  'are  thofe 
who  are  privately  educated  in  fober  families,  under  the  care  of  pru¬ 
dent  fathers  and  uncles,  and  inftrudled  by  exemplary  mothers  and 
aunts,  who  by  firfi:  rendering  them  fenfible  that  they  are  their  befi: 
and  only  friends,  win  their  affedlions  by  the  mild  indulgence  of  their 
behaviour,  and  then  give  them  a  relilli  for  thofe  pleafures,  which 
though  they  may  not  make  a  rapid  progrefs  in  a  young  heart,  may 
h/ proper  management,  make  a  defireable  andlafiing  imprefiion  upon  it. 


Happy  was  virtue  in  the  times  of  old. 

When  golden  ages  faw  contempt  of  gold; 

Ere  yet  for  equipage  coy  virgins  figh’d. 

Or  men  of  fenfe  for  glittering  dowdies  dy’d  ; 

Ere  pafiion  learnt  by  rules  of  trade  to  move ; 

Or  love  was  exil’d  from  the  realms  of  love  ^ -4 
Then  the  chafte  lyre  in  fylvan  verfe  complain’d. 
With  nature’s  blufli  the  modefi:  cheek  was  fiain’d ; 
Fair  fhone  the  heart  thro’  truth’s  tranfparent  firield. 
As  gems  by  cryftal,  guarded  tho’ reveal’d; 

D- 
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Whilfi: 


[  H  ]  ' 

WhllH;  faith  and  virtue  bore  the  mutual  vow. 
Thro*  whifp*ring  groves,  and  the  glad  vales  velow 
Nor  happinefs  on  hafly  pinions  fled,  ^ 

The  pair  jufl:  rifing  from  the  nuptial  bed, 
Longliv*d,  long  lov’d  the  hufband  and  the  wife. 
The  flame  was  mutual,  and  it  burnt  for  life. 


The  woman  who  has  not  the  mofl  flriking  exterior,  is  frequently 
a  more  deflreable  companion,  and  is  fitter  for  a  domcftic  life,  than 
the  flourifhing  fair  one,  who  exhibits  all  her  charms  at  once,  and 
captivates  at  firfl:  fight. 

If,  O  ye  pow’rs  celeftial!  you  decree 
That  ere  a  hufband  is  defign’d  for  me. 

Attend  propitious  to  your  fuppliant’s  voice. 

Accept  my  prayer  and  ratify  my  choice  ; 

Give  me  the  man  whofe  mild  and  gentle  fway 
Commands  with  love  and  pleafure  to  obey ;  ^ 

In  whom  good-nature  and  good  fenfe  combine. 

And  all  the  manly  virtues  nobly  fhine. 

With  ufeful  learning  let  his  mind  be  grac’d, 

Corre(5t  with  reafon,  and  refin’d  by  tafte  ; 

And  whatfoe’er  his  fortune,  may  he  be 
By  prudence  rul’d,  yet  blefi:  with  charity  5 
And  may  religion  regulate  his  life. 

With,  fuch  a  mate  who  would  not  be  a  wife. 


There 
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There  is  reafon  to  fear  that  much  of  the  wdrthlcfsnefs  of  many 
married  men,  as  well  as  much  of  the  unhappinefs  of  both  them  and 
their  partners,  muft  be  imputed  to  the  turbulent  paffions  and  uncom¬ 
plying  humours  of  the  latter,  fuch  is  the  famenefs  of  the  matrimonial 
ftate  on  the  one  hand,  and  fuch  its  cares  on  the  other ;  and  it  is  but 
fair  to  add,  fuch  the  indifpofition  of  numbers  of  men,  to  be  long 
delighted,  that  to  preferve  the  attachment  of  a  hufband  unimpaired, 
the  utmoft  attention,  and  the  mildeft  complaifance  are  commonly  re- 
quifite  on  the  fide  of  the  woman. 

The  point  to  which  our  fweeteft  paffions  move. 

Is  to  be  truly  lov’d,  and  fondly  love; 

This  is  the  charm  that  fmooths  the  troubled  breaH  ; 

Friend  to  our  health,  and  author  of  our  reft; 

That  bids  each  gloomy,  vexing  paffion  fly. 

And  tunes  each  jarring  firing  to  harmony. 

When  once  the  fatal  fire  of  jealoufy  has  got  pofleffion  of  the  mind, 
though  it  may  lay  dormant  for  awhile,  yet  the  leaf!  wafting  of  a  fea¬ 
ther,  or  even  a  fhadow  is  fufficient  to  give  it  motion,  and  kindle 
the  fmothered  embers  into  a  flame. 

What  fame’s  fecure  from  an  invidious  jefl? 

By  flight  the  deer  no  more  of  dogs  afraid. 

Falls  by  a  fliot  from  fome  dark  covert  made; 

So  envious  tongues  their  foul  intentions  hide. 

Wound,  tho*  unfeen,  and  kill  us  ere  defery'd. 


V 


It 


C  ] 

It  is  curious  to  obferve  how  the  na;ture  of  truth  may  be  changed 
by  the  garb  it  wears ;  foftened  to  the  admonition  of  friendfliip,  or 
foured  in  the  feverity  of  reproof,  yet  this  feverity  may  be  ufeful  to 
fome  tempers ;  it  fomewhat  referhbles  a  file,  difagreeable  in  its  ope¬ 
ration,  but  hard  metals  may  be  the  brighter  for  it. 

♦  .  * 
NarcilTa’s  pious;  envy  cannot  fay  ■  • 

She  mifs’d,  thefe  many  years,  the  church  or  play. 

She  makes  no  buflle  in  the  world,  ’tis  true. 

But  pays  her  debts  and  vifits  when  they’re  due  : 

A  fmile  eternal  on  her  lip  fhe  wears,  -  - 

Which  equally  the  wife  and  worthlefs  fliares ; 

She  charitably  lends  the  Town  her  face 
For  ornament  in  ev’ry  public  place ; 

And  her  whole  ftudy  is,  from  morn  to  night, 

T*  appear  abroad  exceflively  polite.  . 

The  fervor  of  a  man’s  love,  is  preferved  by  a  proper  oppofition 
to  his  paflion :  the  eafy  yielding  fair-one,  foon  damps  the  flame  which 
fhe  had  raifed.  By  keeping  men  at  a  prudent  diflance,  women  fland 
the  faireft  chance  to  keep  them  in  their  fervice. 

The  princely  pine  on  hills  exalted, 

Whofe  loft3^.branches  cleave  the  Iky, 

By  winds  long  brav’d  at  lafl;  aflaulted 
Is  headlong  whirl’d  in  dufl;  to  lie  ; 

Whilft  the  mild  rofe  more  fafely  growing. 

Low  in  its  unafpiring  vale 


Amidfl: 
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Amidil  retirer^ents  flielter  blowing, 

Exchanges  fvveets  with  evVy  gale. 

It  is  in  vain  to  multiply  words  and  make  apologies  for  what  is 
never  to  be  defended  by  the  bell:  advocate  in  the  world,  the  guilt  of 
being  ujifort unate.  The  man  who  becomes  infolvent,  has  new  in¬ 
terpretations  put  on  all  his  indifferent  adions  ;  and  thofe  whom  he 
has  favoured  in  his  former  life,  difcharge  themfelves  of  their  obliga¬ 
tions  to  him,  by  joining  in  the  reproaches  of  his  enemies. - On  the 

^  other  hand,  let  any  o];e  who  is  converfant  in  the  variety  of  human 
life  refled  upon  it,  and  he  will  find  the  man  who  wants  mercy,  has  a 
taffe  of  no  enjoyment  of  any  kind;  there  is  a  natural  difrelifh  of  every¬ 
thing  which  is  good  in  his  very  nature,  and  he  is  born  an  enemy  to 
the  wwld;  he  is  ever  extremely  partial  to  himfelf  in  all  his  adions, 
and  has  no  fenfe  of  iniquity  but  from  the  punifhment  which  fliall 
attend  it ;  the  law  of  the  land  is  his  gofpel,  and  all  his  cafes  of  con- 
feience  are  determined  by  his  attorney. 

I  pafs’d  this  very  moment  by  thy  doors. 

And  found  them  guarded  by  a  troop  of  villains'. 

The  Sons  of  public  rapine  were  deflroying. 

They  told  me,  by  the  fentence  of  the  law. 

They  had  commifiion  to  feize  all  thy  furniture; 

Nay  more,  Priule’s  cruel  hand  had  fign’d  it. 

Here  flood  a  ruffian  with  horrid  face. 

Lording  it  o’er  a  pile  of  malTy  plate, 

■  Tumbled  into  a  heap  for  public  fale. 

There  w'as  another  making  villainous  jells 

E 


[  ] 

«  , 

At  thy  undoing:  he  had  ta’en  pofTeflion 
Of  all  thy  ancient  mofl:  domeftic  ornaments: 

Rich  hangings  intermix’d  and  wrought  with  gold; 
The  very  bed,  which  on  thy  wedding-night 
Receiv’d  thee  to  the  arms  of  Belvidera, 

The  feene  of  all  thy  joys,  was  violated 
By  the  coarfe  hands  of  filthy  dungeon  villains, 

And  thrown  amongfl  the  common  number. 


#•% 


It  is  certain  that  many  a  young  woman  in  this  town  has  had  her 
heart  irrecoverably  won  by  men  who  have  not  made  one  advance  which 
ties  their  admirers.  Agreeable  manners,  or  what  is  called  the  pre¬ 
vailing  gentle  art,  fleals  into  the  imagination  of  the  unguarded,  with 
a  fondnefs  which  grows  too  infenfibly  to  be  refifted  ;  and  if  his  heart 
has  not  the  abhorrence  of  any  treacherous  defign,  he  may  eafily  im¬ 
prove  approbation  into  kindnefs,  and  kindnefs  into  paflion.- 

Sidney  has  that  prevailing  gentle  art. 

Which  can  with  a  refiftlefs  charm  impart 
The  loofefl:  wifhes  to  the  chafteft  heart ; 

Raife  fuch  a  conflidl,  kindle  fuch  a  fire, 

t  •  * 

Between  declining  virtue  and  defire, 

"^hat  the  poor  vanquifh’d  maid  diffolves  away 
In  dreams  all  night,  in  fighs  and  tears  all  day. 


«.ik 


It  is  much  eafier  to  feel  the  tender  paflion,  than  to  give  a  diffinition 
of  it.  The  philofopher  defines  love  prettily,  when  he  faid,  ^hat  it 
was  a  circle,  returning  through  happinefs,  to  happinefs,  from  happi- 
nefs.  The  lovers  ring,  is  a  proper  and  fignificant  allufion  to  it. 


The 
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Tke  blifs  which  ne’er  was  found  below. 

Above  by  virtue  we  obtain ; 

And  virtue  if  we  wifli  to  know, 

We  mufl:  not  ft  rangers  be  to  pain  : 

Who  hopes  for  heav’n  adverfity  defies. 

And  fights  on  earth,  to  triumph  in  the  fkies. 

Benevolence  appears  with  a  peculiar  luftre  in  a  female  form.  1  he 
domeftic  cares  to  which  the  well-educated  have  been  trained,  happily 
qualify  them  for  difeerning  and  executing  the  offices  of  humanity. 

The  mind  not  taught  to  think,  without  a  ftore 
To  fix  reflection,  dreads  the  vacant  hour ; 

Yet  cannot  wifdom  ftamp  our  joys  complete, 

’Tis  confcious  virtue  fits  us  for  retreat ;  -  ' 

Who  feels  not  i bat  the  private  path  muft  fliun, 

And  fly  to  public  view  to  efcape  her  own  : 

In  life’s  gay  feenes  uneafy  thoughts  fupprefs. 

And  lull  each  anxious  care  in  dreams  of  peace, 

Midft  foreign  objea:s  unemploy’d  to  roam. 

Thought,  idly  active,  ftill  corrodes  at  home ; 

A  ferious  moment  breaks  the  falfe  repofe. 

And  guilt  in  all  its  naked  horror  fliows. 

The  dilatory  mind  who  defers  doing  what  ought  to  be  done, 
is  guilty  of  injuftice  fo  long  as  he  defers  it.  The  benevolent  imnd 
will  always  confidcr  poverty 'a  fufficient  recommendation  to  the  work 

ot 


[  20  ] 


of  charity.  The  honeft* mind  will  enjoy  himfelf  better  in  a  moderate 
fortune  that  is  gained  in  honour  and  reputation,  than  in  an  overgrown 
eflate  that  is  cankered  with  the  acquifition  of  rapine  'and,exad:ion. 


* 

The  prude  demure,  with  fober  faint-like  air, 
Pities  her  neighbour — for  (lie’s  wond’rous  fair. 
And  when  temptations  lie  before  our  feet, 
Beauty  is  frail,  and  females  indifcreet. 

,She  hopes  the  nymph  will  ev’ry  danger  fliun, 
•  Yet  prays  devoutly — (lie  may  be  undone. 

Mean  time  fits  watching  for  the  daily  lie, 

As  fpidcrs  lurk  to  catch  a  fimple  fly. 
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Our  adlual  enjoyrr^ents  are  fo  few  and  tranfcient,  that  man  \youId  be 
a  very  miferable  being,  were  he  not  endowed  with  the  paflion  of  hope, 
which  gives  him  a  tafle  of  thofe  good  things  that  may  poflibly  come  into 
his  pofl'cflion.  Hope  is  a  kind  of  vital  heat,  thatchears  and  gladdens 
the  foul,  and  makes  our  prefent  condition  fupportable  if  not  pleaflng. 
AVhen  Caefar  the  great,  had  given  away  all  his  eflate  in  gratuities 
amongfl:  his  friends,  one  of  them  afked  what  he  had  left  for  himfelf,  to 
which  he  replied,  HOPE.  His  natural  magnanimity  hindered  him 
from  prizing  what  he  was  certainly  poflefled  of,  and  turned  all  his 
thoughts  on  the  more  valuable  that  he  had  in  view. 

t  *  *• 

I  queflion  not  but  every  reader  will  draw  a  moral  from  this,  and 
apply  it  to  myfelf. 
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